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1. The Scrutiny Committee met on 3 March 2024 and reviewed the following items:
· Oxford City Council Annual Business Plan 2025 to 2026
· Allocation of Preventing Homelessness Budget 2025/26
· Adult Exploitation and Modern Slavery
2. Following the meeting, Cabinet Members, in consultation with the relevant Officers were asked to either, agree, agree in-part, or disagree with the recommendations.
3. The tables below detail the Committee’s recommendations for each report which Cabinet has considered ahead of their meeting on 12 March 2025. If no recommendations were suggested for an item, no table has been produced.
4. Cabinet has provided a commentary on each recommendation to inform the Scrutiny Committee of the rationale behind its decision.
5. The draft minutes of the meeting are available here.
6. The Scrutiny Committee wish to put on record recognition for the Council’s non-statutory efforts to prevent homelessness in the city, and offers its congratulations to the Housing Needs team for being shortlisted for the Local Government Chronicle Award for Housing. The Committee expresses its support and gratitude for the team’s outstanding work and dedication. 
7. The Scrutiny Committee would like to thank Cabinet Members Cllr Linda Smith (Housing and Communities) and Cllr Lubna Arshad (A Safer Oxford) for attending the meeting. The Committee was also grateful to Mish Tullar (Director Corporate Strategy), Lucy Cherry (Policy and Partnerships), Francesca Barr (Senior Rough Sleeping Officer), Ossi Mosely (Rough Sleeping & Single Homelessness Manager), Richard Wood (Housing Strategy and Needs Manager), Richard Adams (Community Safety Service Manager) and Nicola Bell (Anti-Slavery Coordinator) for their participation in presenting the reports and responding to questions from its members.
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Table 1 – Draft Cabinet response to recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee – 
Oxford City Council Annual Business Plan 2025 to 2026

The table below sets out the draft response of the Cabinet Member to recommendations made by the Scrutiny Committee on 3 March 2025 concerning the Oxford City Council Annual Business Plan 2025 to 2026. The Cabinet is asked to amend and agree a formal response as appropriate. 

	Recommendation
	Agree? 
	Comment

	1. That Cabinet ensures locality-based support for business in Oxford, outside the city centre, focuses on the commercial centres as defined in the Local Plan; and that efforts be made to collaborate with businesses that, while not formally designated as commercial centres, provide essential services to local residents within walking distance of certain residential areas.
	Yes
	The Oxford City Council Economic Development team will trial a programme of support to non-city centre districts in 2025-2027.
This pilot will provide targeted support to selected district areas designated in the local plan. The learning will inform a potentially wider programme of work. The support will enable businesses to organise themselves by setting up business-led associations to identify and meet needs in their local areas.

	1. That the reference to the creation of an Accommodation Business Improvement District in the Oxford City Council Annual Business Plan Priorities 2025-2026 be revised to clearly indicate that its establishment is contingent on the decision of the businesses involved, and not the Council.
	Yes
	The reference to the creation of an Accommodation Business Improvement District wording will be revised in the annual Business Plan Priorities 2025-2026 to say - 'Explore the creation of an Accommodation Business Improvement District (ABID), facilitating conversations with key stakeholders as part of focused task groups. The establishment of the ABID is contingent on the decision of the levy payers, and not the Council.





Table 2 – Draft Cabinet response to recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee –
Adult Exploitation and Modern Slavery

The table below sets out the draft response of the Cabinet Member to recommendations made by the Scrutiny Committee on 3 March 2025 concerning the scrutiny-commissioned report on Adult Exploitation and Modern Slavery. The Cabinet is asked to amend and agree a formal response as appropriate. 

	Recommendation
	Agree? 
	Comment

	1) That Cabinet assesses the sustainability of funding in advance of the next budget setting round to ensure continued support for the role and ongoing work on adult exploitation, should external funding become unavailable.
	Yes
	The post holder is currently funded by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.
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